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Cordial Comforts, 


Scattered thorowout ſeveral An 
ſwers, to Sixteen Queſtions, 
and Objefions following. 


Intended chiefly for the good of 


thoſe that walk mourntully 
before God ; 


Andarc worthy to.be gathered 


wp, and regarded, of all luch as 
with well ro their own Peace. 
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Cordial Comforts, Ach 


Anſwers to:certain 
and ObjeF:ons follgwing.. 1 


_ L mu 


The Firſt. Queſtion, 


Bg Hiretchedr\afan thit 1 
TIS i 82h, who' ſhalt delio)e# 


D | me from the wrathi to 


Scattered thorowout ſeveral | 
weltions | 
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[dedl with me. according to bis Tuitices| 
.apd my. Deſerts, my Portion anust 
needs be tn the Lake of Fire, with the 
; Devil and his Angels, For the Scrip- 
ture pronounceth every Man curſed, 
I that continueth not in all things writ- 
ten in the. Book of the Law 72s them, 
Gal. 3. 19, Shew me therefore, ( 7 
beſeech you) ſhew me, what courſe to 
fake, to come out of this Miſery ; ſbew 
| we the way how to get the pardap of my 
ſit, and the favaur of God, 7 care for 
nothing but #his,' netther is there an 
thingy the World, that I do deſire, in 
Compariſon of this. 


Anſwer. 


This.is that (indeed) which of 
all ather things-doth;molt*con- 
cern us. For upon the pardon af 
our ſins, and peace with God, de-, 
; nds all ſold comforts while we 

are here,” and the Etcrnal Salva-' 


tion 


| 


. | 
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| was gtveniby Paul and Silas, AFS 
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hereafter, And therctore for our- 
better both direfion and conſo- 
lation 'in this behalf, let us take 
notice ofthis that follows, +4 
There is #'way for-mctiito come 
out of- the milery of finy and to 
obtain and enjoy - the mercy and 
fayour of Almighty God, and: 
that 15 Faith in cri : 
Way; and there is none buythis; 
neither #5 there ary thing inthe 
World; that"can help: us to the 
pardon of our fins, to the-love of 


4 


ef'u, n9 vans 
That this is the way; is appa- 
rent, enough by the anſwer which 


16, 38,” For when the Keeper of 
the Priſon cryed. out with ereme- 
bling, Szrs, what muft I do to be fa 
ved? They made him this-An- 


, 


This is the} 


God, and to the falyation of our} 
ſouls, but . ohly Faith is the"Ew#d| 


tion of our mioſt- precious ſouls] 


bk. ao ad 


Ton 


A 3 ſwer, 
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- 
{wer. . Peliawe PE the Lord. Jeſu 
axd thoy ſhalt be fared, There is 
in Chrg/t {ufficiency enough for 
the obtaining of our pa dorl , and 
the procyring of our Mice; "and 


there is:1n Faith enough 
[re make. us partagexs*  Chrst's 
Sufficiency. - Chr: th onely 
| 'way whereby. we came tinto E- 


'retnal Lite,and Farth is the onely 
la y whereby is came to be par- 


Itakars of Chrrrt, by:Farth we come 
God. Him, and through Himwaun- 
to 


know, that there is 4n Chr; fut- 
ficiency enough fot the pardon of 
our-{ins, end.the falvation of our 


who Chridt is," and alſo wit he 


hath done for theiworking out of 
eter ocs, and the; procu-! 
ring of our 


ternal | 


"M 


::And. that. wt may. the. bettcr 


fouls, -let us contider 4lirtle both | 


The rn Tefis Chridt i 1s the af | 


— 
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rernal Son of God, who pirtying 
that ſinfull and miſerable condi- 
tion, whercinto we were- all 


brought fy the Diſobedience of 
our firlt nts, undertook to 
 mediarse Q@miatter betwixt God 
and ys, ; reconcile us again 


oMEor the berter effeCt- 
ing-ot whfich 'great*work , He 
came down from Heaven, and 
was Incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt 


other Men, {ave only in Sin, that 
{0he. might the better make-us 


thas in faſhion as a Man, he-fet 
himſelt in our ſtead, and for us 
Men, and our Salvation, he be- 
came obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs; And 
his Obedience and Death He hat 


perfealy alone by himſelf ac- 


— 


of the Virgin Mary,and was made}. 
Man, yea inall things like unte| 


bk it 


free from all Sin, . Being found}. 


——_ 
. 


complifhed mwhatever was* re- 
A4 
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quite. 
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.[quifite' for our. Salyation, | 
-: Thewretchedneſs of 6ur con- 
dition is. briefly this : Ve all 
like Sheep haye gone aſtray, nc1- | 
ther haye/we only omitted thoſc | 
dutics, which the Lay requires, 
but- we . have alſo, committed 
thoſe eyils, which the* Law for-f 
bids ;: andas the wart of ves} - 
ze/{doth exclude us from the ta- þ | 
your of ' God, and the Kingdome| 

of Heayen : ſo the Guiltzpeſf o 
$:# doth expoſe us to the Wrat 
of God, and the Damnation of | 
Hell; -- But the Lord Jeſus Chrict 
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[harh” fulfilled all Riphteouſneſs, 
For in his life He pertormed as 
much Obedzence, as the Law in ri- 
gourTould exact ; and by fuffer- | 
ling Death upon the Croishe un-] 
der-went as much P uniſbment, as ; 
tould be'required of. ſinners, in | 
|the ſeveriry.of Juſtice; and {0 
jy his Death 2nd! Obedjence Hay 

2 o | 
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he provided againſt» our double 

milcry.” For by his S»fferings up- | 
on the Crols, the Juſtice ot God 
15 fatisfied, and his Wrath appea- 
ted, and by his Obedzence, the 
Law is fulfilled, and wearc.-Ac-} 
cepted. And as by his deathcomes- 
the pardon of fin, and deliver- 
ance from wrath-: ſo by his Obe-, 
dience- comes the imputation of 
Righteouſneſs, and Life Ever- 
laſtinge All which, as they were|. 
done 1rxour Nature, ſothey were; 
done-for us, and-in our behalf;he}. 
{tood inthe place of ſinners; that]. 
we might-be numbred - ameng! 
the Righteous ; Herookour fins 
upon himy-that he mighe purthis} 
Obedience upon us ; tlie Chaſtiſe-| 
ment of our Peace was upon him, | 
that with his ſtripes we may be 
healed ; He was made a Curſe} 
for us;that he might Redeem-us} 
from it ;- He was made. Sin for} 


+ 


A5 us, | 


| . [ly thing that. makes Death: Ter- 
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els of God int Him, 2. Cor, 5. 
S2doe oor cid Priz ht: 

And the better to afſureus that 
by his Death upon the Croſs, 
there was paid a price ſufficient 


7 2 


Pcad; which: he could: nothaye. 


not been, fatisfied tothe very full 
[in eycry paiticular,' For a5. Sin 
15 the fitag of Death, and-the 0n- 


-{##ble_: ſo iris the ſtrength of 
| Death, and it is that only that 
doth-give Death dominion over 


Bolt, thatmakes taſtthe-Gates of | 
Death; and as the: door cannot} 
[be, opened to let out a'Priioner,| 
. |tillthe Bar be removed; 10 there} 

is,no eſcaping from Death, until} 


enough tor the procuring ef. our| 
.|pardog, he Aroig again trom:the.| 


{done, it the Juſtice of God: had| 


us, that knew no Sin, that we| 
might. be made the. Righteoul-| 
nc 


] 


us; Sms the. Lock, Bar, and} 
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Sin. be taken out of the: way. 
Chriſt therefore by Riling from. 
the Dead, hath mightily decla- 
red unto. us, that he hath paid the: 
utmot Farthing of our Debts, 
and.that by his Death .he hath' 
fully ſatisfied the Juſtice of. God. 
So that now, by virtue of his {at+|- 
terings, the greater {ins are made | 
pardonable, and there is a way 
{et open for the worft ſinners, 
both to Grace and Glory;: 7 ſay, |. 
cven for the wori&linners, There] - 
is 20,9242.n0W that can deny him-| - 
(elf ro be capableof Grace; there|. 
are 190 many, who trom the] -- 
greatneſs » of. Gods mercy , do 
without any cauſe.prefume to; 
fin + But there is--no; man;:; who 
from the heinouſneſs of: his fins; 
bath any yuſt cauſe ;to deſpair of | 
mercy ; For though our'4ins be[' 
pany, yet the .mercies-of .God| 
are.more ;though they. be;greatz | 


_— 
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4yet his mercies are above them , 
{He is: rich in mercy, yea, his 
mercy is infinite, ſothat though 
he have ſpent much mercy -al- 
ready* upon our Fore-Fathers 1 | 
yer 'he hath' mercy enough in 
{tore forusatfſo ; with him there 
is plenty of-forgivenels, and hts 
{mercy<ndurcth for eyer : And 
rhe /micrits of Chr; are of the 
{{ame nature, for he is Mighty to 
ſave;aud hes the ſame for ever, 
jand through the riches of thefc 
{merits of Chr;ft, there is a way 
{ fer openzeven tor the wot irpers, 
to become pattakers of the riches| 
of the morcies of God; Now-ik. 
any min{in,wehave ar Advocate: 
with'the Father, Jeſw Chriit the. 
| Righteous, and he is the propi-} 
|riationFor our {ins, rc. 1 Johs 2: | 

| 


17,2. And tough the ume of 
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| Erehal Son of God) that hisSwf-! 
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his ſufferiags were but for 


dighief bis perſon, (being-the 


ferings and Obedience are- zafiniteh 


neſs : So 'thatwe may well ſay 
with the Apoſtle, Who v4 he that 
condemnueth# It ts Chrict that dyed,' 
or rather who i rifeq again, and now 
maketh-Intercefsron for us, Rom; &. 
33: 34: But-let noman turmthis 

crinec of comfort to a liberty 
of finning : againſt the greater? 
ſins here 1s hopes in Chrest tor pe- 
ritent - Believers, But -becaufe 


there is mercy with -God, ſhall 


But if any man ſhall pretume to 


Cod, throupb: Jem Chritt , in-- 
3; - I * ſtead 


, - - —_— ”"" .- . 


we therefore go onin fin > Godf| 
forbid ; rhere 15 mercy with him; 
and therefore he mult be feargd, | 


a ſca-| 
ton # 'yer:fuch was , and-#$the} 


_— 


meritoriom, aid'his-blood is able} _ 


roclenſe usfram al anrightcouſ-], 


<4ing becaufe there is mercy with} 
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{tead of mercy, that man is like | 
to. meEgt. with nothing bur. Ju- 
{tice : For as.mercitull as God 
1s, and as. a:l-tufficient as the | 
Death of Chyi#t is, there is no. 
mercy. for {uch_ as go on ſtill in |. 
their wickednels. . | 
' Ard thus you ſee that. Chrz#t is 
mighty. enough tro.ſave us from 
all qur-{ins, and to reconcile us 
unto. God : Now that.. we- may | 
haye. benefit by this ſufficiency 
of Chxiit, wemult lay. hold.upon | 
itbyalively faith, _ This is that |. 
which unites-us unto: Chri{t;.and 
makes.us one with him ;' This 1s] . 
that watch. gives us-intercſt in| 
him, and makes_us partakers of}. 
his merits; This. makes the death |. 
and obeatence of Christ as vert! 
our own, and as effeftual for the | 
parddn.of our fins, and the ſalva- | 
tion-of: our fouls, as if they. had 
been. performed by our -very | 


; 


| ſelves. 


—_—— 
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[{ins are all pardoned, and, our: 


. [fouls and bodies ſhall be Eter- | 
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ſelves,_ So that if we do truly 
Believe: tu the. Lord Teſw, then is 
God well pleaſed with us for his 
{ake ; and by. virtue of his merits 
being made . ours by fauth, our, | 


nally Laved, And fo.muchthe|. 
Scripture doth plainly. refiifie-inz 
ſeveral places, - As Jobs 3.:16.| 
God 10 loved the VVorld,- thathe 
gave his onely begotten Son,thar; 
whoſt vever.beliewerh in him, ſhould 
not.periſh, but have Lite Ever- 
laſting. . And-again, A#s10.43 «| 
Through his Name, whoſoever be- 
leveth in him, hall reccive. Re- 
miſſion of Sins, (be: they.neyer{} 
{0- many , never 10 heinous:;-) 


it known unto .you, that through 


And again, 445.13. 38,39. | Be 


this Man is Preached unto you 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, And; 


by bim all that believe are ju a ' 
1 —_ 
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from all thoſe things.from which 
they. could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes, By the Law of 
Aoſes we could never have been 
acquitted either from the Guzlts- 


Bur-weare.deliveced from both,. 


And thus+it 1s inanifeſt, That 


in a ward; to (hcw that xothrag but 


refs of Stn,or from the Wrath of God: | 


by Faith tn Christ , tor by it wC'ob--| 
tain the forgivenel(s-of our fins, | 
| and the ſalvation of our ſouls, . 


Chriſt & theWay by which we. are to. 
obtarnthe pardon of in, and peace 
with God; ax {that Faith 2s. the way|, 
| whereLywe are made partakers of the\- 
merits of Chriſt for our Tufltfrcation | 
au1 Saltwiation. . Proceed we now | 


Chrih cary xeconcyc.us unto: God, |. 
and thav1nothizg i but.. Faith can | . 
make us partakers of Chriſt for þ 
' [our Reconciliation, - a 
There. 15 no: way whereby top 
cameunto God, but. axely-Chriſt :|. 
Ir 


| deth ox biz, Scc the ſumm of all 


—_— 
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kt is -onely- in- Chrif that God is 
well pleatcd , - neither + there 
talvation in any other, For there 
15 no other Name unter the Hea- 
ven given among m@tywhereby 
we mult 'be ſaved,*H##4.-12, 
Neither is there any-other means 
on our part, Wacreby to receive 
Chrift, but oxely Faith; And yer 
unleſs we doreccive htm, we get 
no benehr by him ; and therefore 
unleſs we do believe in him, we 
ſhall periſh in our fins, And ro 
this purpole ſpeaks our Saviour, 
John 3. 36, He that belieweth on 
the Sox bath Ewerlaſtins Life ; and 
| be that belieweth not the Son, (all not 
ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abi- 


this, in that place of Sr, eb, 


I Epiſt, 5. Chap. 11, 12, and 13 
Verſes : God hath given to 'us E-=| 
rernal Lite, and this Life is in his 
Son, | Rc that hath the Son; hair 
| Likes! 


OI—_ 
_— 


: 
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Son, hath not Lite, Theſe things 
baye I written: to-you, that be- 
lieve in. the Name of the Son of 
Goa, that ye may know-that ye 


Son of God.. By which place it 
is plain, that there is a way to 
Lite ;. that Chri/t is the way.to it; 
that Life is {1 in him, thatitis in 
no other but him, that icisſo in 
him, that by believing in him we 
obtain Lite, and that it is ſoin 


him. And thus you have the 
truth of the farmer Anſwer En- 
larged and Confirmed,accordi 

to-it's ſeyerall Branches ; by 
which.t is manifeſt, That Faith 17 
the Lord Teſus Chriſt, and nothing 


et. 
— ” 


— —_ _—_— 


Life ; and he chat hath not the.| 


haye Eternal Lite, and that ye |. 
may bclieye.inthe Name. of the |: 


him, that. without- believing in|. 
him, we get no benehit at: all by.| 


| 


elſe bat vnely Faith innim, canhelp 


u$.t0 the pardon of fin, the Loye| 
| |. - -_ 


of Cordiall Comforts. I -| 


of God, and the Salvation of our 
Souls. NIEL. 
Hereupon it may be thus re- 


plyed. 
The Secotid Queſtion. -- - 


in I cannot obtain the pardon of my 

fins, and the Favour of God with- 
aut Faith i» Chriſt . I daubt my con+ 
dition 15 woful, and that 1 am yet.en 
my ſins, and liable unto wrath, For 4 
fear that I bawe not this Fatth--118 
Chriſt, -avd that 1 do pot as y2t be- 
liewve 18 him. Shew me therefore | 
(1 pray you) bow I may te comparted,| 
againſt: this fear, and how 1 may know. 
whether 1 do believe in Chrilt, reas| 
or No 8. 


Anſwer. 


.- Doutleſs if we do not believe} 
by Ghr;(t, our.condition i5 wotul ; 
For} 


—— 


*. 
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For there is. no falvatton 7» xy 
other ; and without Faith in him, 
we get no benefit by him, but we 
arc 1n our (ins, and the obligattore 
unto wrath ts in tull power and 
force againſt.us,. For though the 
ran{ome, which Chriſt paid by 
hs Death upon the Crols, be a 
[ranfome abundantly ſufficient for 
the ſins of the whole Porlds yer 
the benefir of thar-Death of his is 


——c 


conditions as God himliclt plea-- 
feth ; waich conditions, for fucty 
as be of years, are Faith and Re- 
pemance; which if we want, we 


'not- out -of any detett in Chrift, 
bur onely becauſe we want thofe 


conditions, whereby we come to| 
have intercft .in bim, and to be| 
partakers of his Merits, Now | 


that we may ,the better-- know 


whether we have this Faith ir-us 


2 


beſtow'd on none, but upon ſuch 


ſhall be ture to periſh in-our tins, |. 


pI ——_——— 


— ”- _— 


" CET 


[di{comforted with falſe fears, ) 


|by him And do you verily b-- 
|lzeve that Chriſt 1:ſus,- and none 


good meaſure who Chriſt is, and 


of Cordtal Comforts. 9, 


yea, or -no, (and 40 neither be 
decciv'd with yain hopes,noryer 


conſider this which follows, and 
ſee what Aniwer you can make 
rotheſe feveral demands, 
Areyou ſenhib'e of the miſery 
wherein you are by reaton of: 
your fins > And do you finde thar\ 
you necd a Saviourz Do you 
know who is thee Savzour of the 
World > Do you know in ſome 


what he hath done-for us, ahd 
what the benehts:that are tobe 


a neceſſity there 1s of having of 
without him, and what we mnſt 


do, if we would have any benefir 


but. he , Is the Saviour of the 


had by him > Do you know whar | 


him, and what a maifery it isro be} 


World, and that he hath' both] | 


5 Gone 
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done and ſaffered, as the Scrip- 


[tures Teſtifie of him'\2 Do you 


vetily believe that there. is no 
way to Heaven but Chriſt, that 
there is no way to get Chriſt but 
Faith, and that there is no. part 


[ro be had in him, but by renoun- 


cing all other Lofds, and all. 9- 
ther Saviqurs, and by. adhering 
wholly unto him tor all our Conſo- 
lation and Salvation z:And do you 
now | Deſire from. the: beart to be 


made partaker of Chriſt; {And 
[do you fincexely endeayour.to| 


accept of him, -and to embrace 
him} And can you. be content 


{for his Gake,ro forſake all things, 
ap to;undergo.any. tailery, -ra- 
therthen to part-with ham a Can | 


'you, be content ito .take hins ( as 
'welay). for. better for worſe; and 


b- not onely for your. /efis, to {ave 


you from your fins;; but alfo for 
your Lord, ts-compmang arid-di(- 
| 


—_ 


pole 
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poſe of you at his pleaſure Þ' And 
1s it your care to know his #{ 2 
And is it your endeavour to 
yield him an Kniwerſal Obedtence? 
And is it your practiie in obedt 
ence unto him, to exerciſe your : 
{eif go keep a Conlcience void of 
offence both toward God, and to- 
ward 'Adez, and conſtantly and 
conicionably to deny all ungod- 
lineſs .and worldly luſts, and to: 
livegodly, and righteouſly, and 
{oberly. in this preſent iworld-? 
Do, you::thus Accept of Chriſt; 
and Sabrit unto him 2. Nay, is it 
your. hearty deſire, and wnfained en- 
deg wour {o't do >. Then yba nay 
beure that you. have'tome Ue- | 
ZEccs:: of |, Lruc, Faith in -Lefus: 
Chri#, and therefore that' Chir: 
is yours, that Ge41s yours, that Al 
1syours. [Forthis is \ucha qua: 
litcation as hath rhe- promiſe*, 
both of the Life that now 1s; arid; 
alſo 
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alſo of that, that is to come. 


| By the Queſtions we may.ex- 


Amine our. condition, . For aftcr 


{this manner'ts Faith wrought in 


us; Such are the preparatives , 
ſuch is the nature, ' and ſuch: are 
the effects of a True Faith, as are 
implycd in theſe queſtions ; So 
that if we can in-ſome good mea- 
{urxe maketunderſtanding and af- 
fecionare aniwers to themall , 
Then we may. be ſure thar we 
have a True Faith in Chr;# : But 
if cicher ,we. knuw him not, or 
deſire not to accept; of him, or 
care not toi obcy him, we have 
then cauſe tor think 'that we do 
not believe in him ;\and-if we 


: think otherwHe,” we'do but de- 


ceive our ſouls. 
Now if upon examinatiorr had, 


| we finde that we want Faith, we 
{muſt be - diligent in uſing the 
[means whereby to. get it, which 


IS 
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k 


1 
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is by reading and hearing of the 
{ Word of God, and conterring 
about it, For Faith cometh by 
hearing , and hearing by the 
\Vord. It we finde that we have 
this Faith, we muſt be carctul to 
keep tt, and to increale it, by the 
Word, by the Sacraments, and 
by Prayer, 


The Third Queſtion, 
| [1 Pon this that hath been ſpoken, 


another queſtion may be raiſed 
to this purpof, *. I do tm ſome meaſure 
know who Chriſt :s, and 7 do belzewe 
that be 15 a Saviour All-ſufficient, 
and that there zs-20 other way to Sal- 
vation, but Him, and that whoſoever 
belieweth tn him ſhall not Periſh : and 
I my ſelf would fain belzewe in him. 
But bow way 1 (now that T have right 
tg believe 132 him, and that the tnwt- 


| 


— OIL. 
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- [tations to Faith do concern 'me 2 How 
|. may | 
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ana) I know whether 1 ſhould be wel- 


come, 0r not, if I ſhould be ſo bold as 
to come uyto him 2 


Anſwer. « 


For our encouragement here- 
in, and that we may come the 
more boldly unto the. Throne of 
Grace, we muſt know, that Chriſt 
is a Common Saviour, he is the 
Saviour of the World; and in 
regard of the All-fufficiency of 
{this merits, there is not. one. of 
tthoſe, whoſe nature he rook, un-' 
to whom his merits are not com- 
municable', neither is there any 
one, who-in that reſpe&t may not 
truly be ſaid to be ſfavable, The 
Promiſe 1s made to You, and to your 
Children, and to all that be afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
{cal Aﬀs 2,39.” Now 1t you de- 
(fize ro.know,;whether you be one 
+: , of] - 


_ 
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of thoſe, whom he doth call t 

believe in him; confider then! 
whether or no, you be ſenſible of 
your miſery, and burdened with 
your {ins ; whether your defire 
be to be caſed of vour {ins, and; 
to be partaker of Chriſt, and of 
thoſe benefits and comforts thar 
be In him.  --For it we be thus 
qualified, - we may be confident 
that we are of-'the- rivrftber of 
rhoſe,whom he doth/{ertoufly-in- 
vite ro come unto-him,/andito 


depend upon hint. ' And hereof 


and ' Gods own hand ro'ſhew 
tor it, -ro'your/greater comfort. 


For. thefe are his 'own' words! : 


Core unto' me all ye that labour 
and be heavy laden, and I will give 
youreſt; Azat.11.28. And again, 
If any man thirſt, le&him come un- 
to meand drink, 7oha 7. 37. Un- 


—_— 
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| you "have a witneſs in your {elf, | 


to ſuch thirffy ſouls was Chriſt 
BD '2 


— — 


ſent,] 
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|{ent,, he came to ſpeak peace :ro 
ſuch as are weary,and broken-heart- 
|£4, and to fer at liberty ſuch as 
arc bru;ſed, So that it we, find- 
Ling what a-miſery it is-to be in 
{ſin, and ro want a Saytour, have 
rhereupon an earneſt deſire to be 
(delivered from this. miſery, we 
may be as ſure, that he calls upon 
us.t9.come unto him, as if our 
{yery Names, were ſpecified in 
|rhele invitations ..: Being thus 
qualified, we may come boldly, 
Jand upon our. coming. ſhall: be 
{ure to finde Reſt ; But without 
this badge we have no warrant at| 
all ro expect a. welcome. They 
that do; thus. hunger and thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be filled ,, but they 
that be rich in their own conceits, 
and are not {en(ible of any wants, 
theſe he ſends empty anay. 
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The-Foutth Queſtion; 


Mt if I finde that I want this ſor- 
row, what courſe ſhould T take, 


| [to bringmy heart to be hinabled for 
m) Ia ps: . 


Anſwer, 


- 'v , _ 


- Tothis end let a Man-examine 
himſelf by the Law of God, For| 
by the Law is the knowledge of} 
fin. And let him duly think up-] 
on that feartull Curl of Guds| 
whereunto every the - leaſt fin 
doth make- us-liable, -' Let him} 
di:igently confider,how ugly and! 
 lbthſome fin doth make us 1n the 
{1ghr of God, and what a fearfull 
thing it $5 to/ be deprived of the. 
Love of God, and the Joyesoff 
Heaven, and what a mifeeyt it ts 
to. be expoſed to- the wrath of 
B 3 . God, 


— Q 


; 


ne AE 
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God, and the torments of Hell. 
Let him,ſeriouſly-ponder what a 
miſery it is to loſe the Soul, Let 
him throughly weigh the nature 
of Ecernity, and the ſtricnels of 
that Account that. 4s. to. come ; 
and the ſeverity of that ſentence, | 
which in that Iaſt and 'dreadtull 
Day ſhall be, prongunced upon 
all impenitent {inners,when they 
ſhall be adjudged 'to;that Eyer- 
laſting Fire, which, is prepared 
for the Devil and. his. Angels, 
All rheſc-are of ſingular ule to 
wound. our ſouls, and to affe&t} 
our hearts-with ſorrow for - our 
fins. -1t is the Law: that-makes 
way for the, Goſpel : For-thus 
Tohn the Baptiſt by. denouncing 
the judgments of God upon wic-| - 
 |ked courles; prepared the -way 
for; our; Bleſled - Saviour. But 
eſpecially, lethim conſider how | 
men things God hath done for 


him, 


—— A 
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him. For as there is no greater | 


obligation to-obedience, then the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord : So 
there 1s nothing that- doth more 


uently our miſery ;. And there- 


Ore nothing that.can tend more 
to the breaking of the heart, then 


the con{ideration of the bounty, f 
and long ſuffering of -God to:us-F; 


ward, And this plainly appears 


by that courſe which the Propherg: . 


Nathaz , at the Lord's appotnt- 


ment took with Dawidy 2 Sam.| 
12; For by ſctting; beftare- his} 


eyes Gods many and wonderfull! 


mercies.vouchſafed, and his own] 
extream ingratitude, and ill re-) 


quital of ſo great goodneſs, be 
was /conſtrained to cry out with 


ſhame and ſorrow, 7 have. ſinned} 


avarnſt the Lord. 


” And among{t all the mercies 


[aggravate our11ns, and ſoconſe-| 


— — 
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of God, there is none that doth! 
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more deſerve to take up. all our 
thoughts, then that departure of 
Chriſt, which he accomplithed 
at Jeruſalem, Neither 1s therc 
any thing that doth more tend, 
cither to preſerve ns from fin, or 
ro humble us for our failings ,| 
then the death of our Saviour. 

For ſuppoſe the Lord Jeſus 
ſhould preſent himſelf .unto.us, 
when we are about to commit 
any fin, or after we have done 
it, ashe was hanging. upon. the 
Croſs, with his fides ſcourged, | 
his face buffetted, his hands and 
feet nailed, his head crowned 
with Thorns, his very heart pjcr- 
Iced, his whole body upon the 
rack, and tricklinz down with 
drops of blood, and ſpeaking un- 
to us after this, or the like man- 
ner : © Behold, if eyer ſorrows 
« were like unto my: forrows ; 
* And yet all this was but the pu- 
1» as niſhment}| 


EY 
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« niſhment of thy ſins, It is thy 


| © theſe torments ; and canſt thou 
< delight in that which was the 
<caute of ſuch miſery > All this 
< have-Ldone for thy good, and 
* 15 this the requital of my Loye> 
« I haye born thy ſins, that thou 


<ayere bound, that thine might 
<< be freed; my fides were ſcour- 


«red ; my cheeks were buffet- 
< ted, that thine might be kiſt : 


\<<thorns ,- that thine might be 
crowned with glory; and is 
<« this thy kindneſs ro thy friend, 
«thus to return 'me - hatred for 
*;my good will'> Haſt thou not 


© put me to pains enough al- 


«in my wounds, and make a 
« ſport of my miſery > Oratthou 


——_—— hs Ms... At —_— 


_ _ . — 


« {ins that have brought me to all|. 


<< mighr'ſt be calcd , mine hands}. 
<«.gcd, that thine might be' ſpa-/] 


© my head was crowned with]. 


«© ready, but that thou mult rake]; 
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<« wilt not pitty me, yet pitty th 
<« (elf. For - on be licks < 
<© thee, which colt-me, {ſo heayy > 
< Or ſhalt thou eſcape the cup, 
© that art-a ſinner, when my be-|. 
* loved Father would not ſpare 
* me that was but a Surety ? 
Suppoſe (1 ſay) that the; Lord]. 
7:ſs ſhould prefent himflelt and}. 
{peak unto us, after- this or the 
like manner, would not ſuch a 
ſight make our bowels to yearn, 
and.ſ\uch-woxds cyt us tothe very 
heart > Dowbrleſs HK were enou oh 
to .makethe, dryelt-gyes to with 
for tears of blood.-and the hard- 
eſt heart of the moſt obſtinate fin- 
ner. to become in the mid{t of his 
body, like melting wax, thus to} 
[hear,and'to look upon him whom 
they have pierced : Yea it 15 im- 
poſſible for .any man to think on 
this, and t0-go on in fin,, bur| 
ſuch as could be content to Cru-| 
| cific 
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|cifie again the Lord of Glory. 

And thus you fee, what are the 
chictelſt helps to humiliation,and 
by what means our hearts may be | 
brought to .be deeply affected | 
with {orrow for our {ins. . 

Hereupon a timorous - heart]. 
wall be ready to reply yet further | 


after this manner, _ | 


The Fifth Queſtion,” . 


BY thes courſe, ax by theſe, and|. 
the like Meditations, Tconfe {| 
that Fhawve been brought in ſame mea-| 
ſure to be ſorry for my ſins, and now T\ 
would fain be eaſed of them , Anil it | 
is my deſire to believe 1n Chriſt, but |. 
1 fear that as yet I am- not enough 
humbled; 17 fear I hawe not to 
great meaſure of - ſorrow, as may 
make me capable of this inortatron x 
Ant my heart 1s ſo bardned, thatT 
cannot grieve and mourn for my ſins 

fo\ 


ti. 
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ſomuch as 1 ſhould, and would dv; 


| azd therefore 1 fear, that as yet Thawe| 
ro right to the comforts of the Goſpel. | 


Apuſmer, 


-. Trpeit is, that forrow -for fin |. 
makes ready . an heart.. prepared 
for the Lord; and as wiually-.in- 
the courſe of Nature, there is no] 
birth without lome pain : Soin|. 
the work of Grace,there 1s no re- 
pencration, (that of Infants in| 
Baptiſme- excepted, )-«- without 
{ome tforrow. But as there arc 
degrees of pain in the Natural 
birth : Son the Spiritual birth, 
there are degrees of forrow. Some 
Women have. a quick Diſpatch, | 
others haye a more tedious. Tra- 
vel.: And ſo it-is in the. New |. 
Birth, all are not' pained alike, 

Some there. be that:go mourning\ 
all the day lang,yea day after day, 
WACICas . 
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whereas unto others , heavinels 


indures but as it were tor a'night, 


and joy cometh inthe morning. | 


Ve mult know therefore, and 
that for our comfort, that 1t-1s 


not the qwaztity, but the quality of f 


{orrow_ , hat God looks after , 


neither matters tt 10 much, how | 
great our ſorrow be, as how true| 


It 15, 


. It-a. Youth, -upon due exami-|. 
nation had, be tound fit torthe|. 
Uriverlity , his Tutor never-de-|. 


mands: how long he hath been at 


. | School, how-harſhly he hath been{ 
deak withall, how often he hath| 


been whipt, before he could come: 
to that perfeftion ; All tljat- he 
looks atter is, whether or no he be 
fit tobe admitted : So it fares 
with us ; The Law is our School- 
Maſter to bring us unto Chrit , 
And this it doth, partly by diſco- 


þ 


F 


vering unto us our fins, whereby 
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we (ce that we need a Saviour ; 
and partly by threatning of us 
with the curie, whereby we are 
made more caretull ro look out 
after this Saviour, and more wil- 
ling to accept of him, and for our 
own eaſe to lubmit ungo him , 
when once we have found him, 
Now when we can be content to 
accept of Chriſt upon any terms, 
then are we ready for him, then 
are we fit to be admitted into 
him. And when we do ſeek un- 
to Chriſt for this admiſhon, he re- 
gards not ſo much, how long we 
were at School under the Law, 


how often we were laſhed by it,|- 


or how ſorely we have {marred 
under it : But all that ke looks 


after is, whether we be fit to come | 


unto him. Conſider therefore 
with your ſelf, had you ever tuch 
a {igat and ſorrow tor your (ins, 


du 


as made you weary of them z and 
Þ > . out | 
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out of love with thera ; and wil-|. 
ling to be caſed ot them ; and de- 
{irous of Intereſt in Chrz#, and 
ready. to accept of Chriſt upon 
any Terms, rather then to goe 
without him? Is it your grief 
that you cannot be more ſorrow- 
full, and do: not. you delire._ as 
much to be kept from .ſ{intor the | 
time to come, as to have all that 
pardoned that is paſt > Surely, if 
you ſtand thus affected, then are|. 
you fitred, and made ready tor 
Chrift ;. and whether yourſorrow| 
were great or little, yet it.is a te- 
ken, that it was a true and a god- 
ly ſorrow, becauſe it worketh re-| 
entance unto ſ{alyation, never to[. 
be repented of, ; 


It may be yet further objected, 
Thus ; 


an —_— 


J 


— 


TheSixth Queſtion. _ 
[ Confeſ# that I hawe been '$hgy 
L for my ſins, and Thavwe been de- 


ſirous to believe 14 Chriilt-: But 7 
_ | fear that my Sorrow -18 not good, nor- 


bes or if 1 am willing fo to do, yet- 
mine wfrmities, and my failings are 
owght.to be. 
Anſwer... - 
Certain it 1s, that {orrow for 
amendment of Life ; The wicked 


pe@ pardon, ſa, 55. 7: And it is 
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my Faith ſound peranuſe my obedience 
z5 fo faulty ': For Tam not ſo willixt |. 
t& forſake all my fins, nor {o eareful- 

ts:1ield Chriſt Obedtenre, as I ſhould | 


ſuth, and ſo many, that I fear my ſor-| 
row,and my faith, are not ſuch as they} . 


fn will nothing avail us withoat | - 


mult forſate his wayes, it he ex-| ; | 


| x 
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he tharGonfteffeth his ſins, and for- 
ſaketh them, that ſhall find merey, 
Prov. 28, 13, It we willingly 
allow our ſelves in the practice of 
any thing diſpleaſing -unto God , 
our conditien is dangerous, If we 
ſay that we abide in Chriſt, we 
muſt walk as he walked, or elſe 
we deceive our own ſouls, r Jobx 
2, 6, If weſaythat we have fel- 
lowſhip with God, and yet walk 
in darkneſs, we lye, and the truth 
isnot in us, I Johz-1, 6. And if 
it be not ourſtudy and exercile to| 
yield Chriſt an Univerſal Obedi- 
| [ ence, our Faith is but Preſump- 
tion ; our Peace is but. Security ; þ 
our Hopes are but Shadows:; and | 
our ExpeQtation will Periſh. 
But if wehave az hearty deſire; 
and a ſincere endeavour mall things 
to live honeſily, we may not from 
our failings and imperfections, 
preſently conclude that we are 
| not 
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not ſanctified at all, that we haye 
no Faith, no Inter&{t in Chriſt, no 
love of God in us. , For perte- 
ion 15 not to be attained unto, 
waile we bein the body ; But 
ſracergty is that which may be had, 
and affords unto ' us - matter of 
comfort; For the Lord loves 
them that do. follow after Reghteouſ- 
zeſi, Pro. 15. 9. And they whole| 
{1ncere defire-and endeayour it.1s 
to have rcipe&t ro all the com- 
mandments, areaccepted of him, 
It it be our unfained dehire, ſtudy 
and-endeayour, in Obedience un- 
ro: Chrit, to do whatſoever he 
commandeth ;_ If it be our care 
to cleanſe our ſelves from all fil- 
thineſs. both of F.eſh and Spirit, | 
and to pertect Holineſs in the fear 
of | God, -and not wickedly to de- 

art from him in-any thing : I 

3y, if it be our unfained defire, 
ſtudy and _— {oto do, we 
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may ately conclude, notwith- 
[tanding: all our. imperfections, 
that our ſorrow is good, and our 
faith ſoypd, and that our.ſins are 
onloalancd our {ervice 1s ac- 
cepted, 2nd our ſouls ſhall be ſa- 
ved. For in-Gods account, and 
acceptation, that 'goes for a clear 
Life-which is not ſtained with w:l- 
full pollutzons, and whole obedi- 
ence.is extended to the utmoſt of} 
his knowledge, and hath withall: 
a purpole-to amend what God 
(hall hereafrer make him know 
to be finfull ; to that man-is al-| 
lowed the opinion of gracious. 

See further of this point in An- 
{wer to ObjeCtion 16, 


The Seventh Queltion; 


| thefe things be ſo, 1 find then that + 
my .contlition at the preſent is good; 
Ana, if I were ſure ta dye 1n this 

4. Eſtate, | 


Pu EET 


q 


gun in the Spirit, have ended tn the} 


yet without this continuance, T ſhall 
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Eftate, 1 make no doubt- but I ſhould 

be happy... But I fear that 1 ſhall 308 
continue 18 this Condition ; For m)| 
Enemies are Many, and Mighty, and | 
Crafty, and Watchfull, and"tmy felf 
am prone -to Sin, and apt to fall- from\ 
my owe Steadfaſineſi; And I finde: 
by experience that many who have be- 


Fleſh, and their latter Ends hawe been | 
worſe then their Begmnings.”: This 
makes me to fear that I ſhall n0t'con- 
tanue faithful unto the death, "And 


2wer Obtain the Crown of Life. 
| Anſwer. .. 
All theſe things 1 confeſſe are} 


true ;{nch are our Enemies,ſuch|. 
ts our Weakneſs; and. the Mi- 
{ery of thoſe 'that. do+ turn back 
from the Holy Commatdment 
given untothem, is (uch, that ic} 


had 4 
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had been better for them not to 
have known. the way of Truth, 
2 Pet, 2..21, Forthey fhallloſe 
thoſe things that they have done, 
and their portion ſhall be with 
unbelievers, - So that a Man can- 
{not chule but have cautle to fear, 
Nevertheleſs, there 15scomfort in 
[God againſt this fear alſo; Yea, 
This wery fear of Falling Away, hath 
£0 it matter of conſolation, -for it 
1-2 means to keep us: trom de-, 
parting. from God, -Jer. 32,40, 
And I will make an Everlaſting Co- 
wvenant with them.that I will not turn 
away from them, to do them good ; but, 
1 wilt put my fear in their hearts, that | 
they ſhall.not depart from me, + * | 
Manythere be, that having be- 
gun well, do yet at length" grow! 
weary of well doing, and fo loſe 
what they. have done ; Andthere- 
[fore let him that rhinketh'thar he 
43 take heed leaſt he = ; 
ut: 
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Bur yet let not our hearts be trou- 
bled, let us: not be diſmayed 
_ ]with tear:; forthe perſeverance 
jof ſuch as are juſtified and ſanified 
in deed and 1a truth, 1s certain, and 
the foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure, the Lord knoweth who are 
his, and he knoweth how to de- 
liver them out of Temptation. 
In further Anſwer to this Obje- 
ion; and the better to comfort 
Jus againſt this fear, take ſpecial 
{notice of theſe Texts of Scrip- 
| ture, I Pet, 1, 5. Who are kept by 
[the Power of God through Faith unto 
|Sal vation, ready to be revealed' im 
1the laſt. t#we.... John 10. 27; 28, 
129. Ay Sheep hear my Voice, and 
]14now them; aud they follow me, And 
11 ,grwe ante them Eternal Life, and 
x1 they ſhall never Periſh, neither ſhall 

Youy Manplack themmntof: my hand. 

© 144) Fiber, BMhichr gave them: mes! 45 
rater then. ll 3 Aud" no Man ts 
'__ able} 
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able to pluck them out of my Fathers 


of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong 
in the behalf of them whoſe beart 1s 
perfef towards hum, 


The Eighth Queſtion. 


Mt if the Perſeverance, and ſo 

- Salvation of ſuch as are 1n 
deed and in truth the Sarzts of God, 
be ſo ſure and certain, what mean 
thoſe frequent caveats which we meet 
with in the Scripture ? What mean 
thoſe frequent exhortations to Per ſe- 
werapce £ | | 


Arnſl Ber 


The Perſeverance of ſuch is 
{ure and certain; howbeit God 
brings it to paſs by.*meanis ;, It is 
wrought in them by God, and yer 


by | their 


hand, 2 Chro, 16.9, For the eyes 


— 
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heir own-endeavours allo are re 
quired ; And theſe Caveats and 
xhortations are the means which 
God hath ſanftified for the exci- 
ing of their endeavours, and for 
their preſervation fromApoſtacy. 
Caveats we have many, and 
many Threatnings ; Exhortati- 
ons many, and many Promiſes , 
{uch as are, Take heed to your 
elves. Watch in all things. Be 
ſteadfaſt and unmovable , continue 
farithfull unto the Death , and I will 
give thee the Crown. of Life. The 

atter end of back-ſliders ſhall be 
worſe they their beginning, &c, By 
which,afd other like paſſages,we 
are not tothink cither that perſe- 
VErance Is In Our own power, or 


{that the condition of Gods Pecul;ar 
People is mutable in regard of 


him,z But, they, do imply how 
prone We ate to fin, in regard of 


our ſelves; And they ſhew, that 


our | 


JN 
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dur own endeavours are required 
tor the-working out of our Salvas 
tion; and they are the meafis 
ſanCtified of God, for the preyent- 
ing of {tn, and for the-exciring 
of our care; and fo. for the pre- 
erying of us unto his heayenly 
Kingdome, 

And whereas we are faid to be 
kept by the pawer of' God ;- Ve 
.maynor\{o underftand it; as if 
weour felves'might in the mean 
time {it{tillanddo nothing : VVe 
are kept by God),: and yet we alſo 
muſt keepour ſelves : Ir is Got 
that keepeth us, and yet we'alſo 
muſt watchtariÞpray,' Bur we 

are {aid to be.kept by God;for our 


our endeayours be fincere P 
though they be” but weak, yet 
they will be: effeQtuall , becauſe 
we have ſuch a mighty helper : 
And withall it is-to teach us, to 
| 0 whom[ 


-_— 
—. 


wt 
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greater encouragement, For iff 
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whom we ought roalſcribe all the 
glory when our endcavyours be- 
come .effeCftual, It is God that 
[muſt haye the glory of it, tor it 

is by his power that we are kept, 
who worketh in us both to will 
and todo, of his own good plea- 


ſure. 
Be ſtrong therefore in the 


might ; He that: 1s with -us is 
mightier then they that be againlt | 
us, And therefore we need not 
tear ; for neither the power, nor. 
the policy of Hell ſhall prevaile' 
againſt the People of, God; And| 
[thc mouth of the Lord hath {po- 


.- 7 


ken it, Mat. 16. 18. 
The Ninth Queſtion, 


TT Make 0 doubt of the power-of Goh] 
|L 7 know that he.zs able to keep that | 
zhich I have committed unto him «| 
but T doubt of his will, 1 fear that he | 
will zot do it, An-| 


— 


Lord,. and 1n the power of :his| | 


this Truthz And commit the keep- 


ig 
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Tipe Ir 
"1 Anſwers | 


Surely" this is a needlets fear , | 
tor his love is everlaſting, his 
gifts and calling are without Re-| 
pentance ; and whom he loveth, 
rothe End hg loverth them, - And 
theretore Fear not, the Lord will 
not forſake his People, for hjs own 
Names ſake, becauſe it hath pleaſed} 
him to make you bis People, 1 Sam," 
I2. 22, Sothatit once he hath 
loved us ſo-well, as to fect us apart 
for-himſclf; He loverh krmfſelf 
berter, then ro forſake us," And} 
though our unworthinefſe” de-1 
ſerve. that God ſhould deny us, 

et his Faithfulneſs is ſuch, that 
e cannot deny himſelf, + +] 

Thinkthercfoce upon his love; | 
Meditate upon his' Power z Cal 
ro mind his !'romiſc , Forget not | 


Rs —,.. ——. —. A_ 
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ing of yourſoul unto him in well 
doing. Care you todo well, God 
will care for the reſt : For He pre- 
ſerweth, the Souls of. bis Saints, he 
adeltwereth; them out: of the hand of the 
weighed, Plal, 79. 10. 


The Tenth Queſtion, 


, 


feerng that mune own June 9 


be fuund, unleſi my care and dolt- 
epce, 3x the conſtant «ſing of: all good 
aps tendrng. thereunte, be. every 
4y'anfmenahle': Shem 1631 pray you, 
Ly: what means 1 may be enabled to 
continue patiently in well doino, that 
It at the laſt] may.obtarreeternal life. 
GL 2L1 , 4507 


This Loews Aiſwer. 


, 


« | z uſetu] 3 | 
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- 
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| k 946 are required for the work 
ing out of 15 Salvation; And ſeeing, 
that my.o/urance of Salvation. canuat: 


(3001 2901071 b J 
\ . Hereunto many. .things: are| 


| 
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De i... oom—_—_—_— —_— — - _— 


j of Coratal Comforts. g 51 


theſe following. 


{1dering that all our wayes are 
betore God, "To walk before God 
is the way to be perfect, and fin- 
ccrity, is the way to perſeve-/ 
rance,. - For the. Righteous ſhall 
hold on his way, and he that hath 


uſcful, the chicfeſt of which are| 


I, Labour to be ſincere, by con-| 


— A£A. AM. Adi 


whole heart is not uprighe before: 
God, will ſtart af{ide in the time of 
Tryal'; See 1 ſobu 2,19, - 
that ſo neither the. cares and 
glory of it may c0o'deeply affect 
us, nor yet the croſſes: arid ttou- 
blesof it, roo much affcight as, 
For each of theſe are great: hin- 
derances to the praQtice'df piety. 
Perfecution is thatheat;that doth 
wither the word , afid byitſoftie 


are made rodeny their Maſter ;| 


clean hands, ſhall grow ſtronger |: 
and ſtronger, 06 17..6, Burthef. 


Labour to overcome the World, 


we 


2 — ———_— NP _—— 
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And the cares of the World, are |- 
the thorns that chuke the Word, 
and a means whereby it becomes 
unfruictull, For the lowe of Monty, 
gr the root of all Evil, which while 
ſome haze coveted after, they have | 
erred fromthe Faith, 1 Tim. 6. 10. 
Arm your te'f therefore againſt 
both theſe z and to this end con» 
ſider with your ſelf, and think 
often upon-that .of our Saviour, 


| Adat. 16. 26, What xs a Man pro- 
fited, if he ſhallgainthe whale World, 


and loſe his own Saul 2. And' upon 
that, Mat. 8. 38. He that is aſha- 
med of me, of him will the Son of 
Man be aſhamed, &c. And upon 
that, 2:7;m,'2.12.. If we Suffer 


with him, we ſhall Reign with him : 


But if we Depy him, he will alſo Deny 
as, And learn to diſcern be- 
tween thoſe things that be ſeen, 
and the things that be not ſeen, 
For the things that be. ſeen, are 


but | 


”" \ 
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bur Temporall ; but the things 
which are. not feen are-Eternal, 
2.Cor. 4.18. | 
3+ Watch in all things, for our 
Enemies are many, and ſecurity 
is dangerous, and tin 15 lo deceit- 
tull, that it wiit quickly harden 
us : And this-/1s certain; a Man 
never yields to his own corrupt 
ditpolition for the.commitring of 
any evil,- bur che is: ordinarily 
more willing to the ſecond act, 
then to the: firſt; And who then 
can tell how far he may go aftray, 
that doth but once give way to 
his own Corruption. 

4. Labour to grow in Grace, and| 
inthe know'cdge of our Lordand 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by confider- 
ing that our Labour cannot be in 
vain.inthe Lord, This.endeawour 
to grow ty Grace 1sa ipectal means 
to keep us from being drawn a- 
way with the errour of the wic- 


C 4 ked : 
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us | 
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ked: :1 But ftanding fil, is in; 
danger:otrurning:back,and luke- 
warmnelſs is the way. to grow 
key-cold. | : 

. Deſpiſe not Prophecying 1k you 
whuld 6. 5 aherve Ts It 
we would not be, weary of. wel- 
doing, we muſt wait upon-the. 
'VVord : For that zs able to build us 
up, axd to give w an Inheritance a-| 
2018 them that are Sanfified, Acts | 
20, 32. 

And laſtly , We muſt prdy with- 
out ceaſing, that he who hathbe-| 
n a good work in us, would 
alſo. finiſh it, and grant that our. 


[whole Spirit, Soul and Body .may | 
]be kept blameleſs unto the cora- 
Ling of our Lord 1eſw, This is the 


wa ro continue in well doing, 
and {o running we ſhall obtain, 


Rh 


——— — 


The Eleventh Queſtion, 


I want already many things that 'be 


ſhall want ſuch things as be neeafull 


neceſſary , Or at leait 1 fear that F| 
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B* though my ſoul may be cared| 
for, yet my body may be 11 want... 


Anſwer, 


trouble us, Howbeit..: againſt 
thoſe things alſothere is matter 


regards the ſoul, will not. negle& 


vide for us. _ He is able enough 


for me +, And this fear makes my life 
the more fawwferld, wyrco mfo r WY 


Doubtleſs,it our ſouls bercared}: : 
for, -other things may the leſle}. 
oft comfort in / efusC brift. "He that: | 
the body ; and he knows what we |... 
have.nced of -: And if we be of]. 


nis:family, he will be ſure to pro-|-- 


tohelp us, for the whole Earth is 


C 5 the 


- 
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cauſe to doubt, for he hath pro- 


Kingdome of God,and his Righte- 
" | ouſncs, all theſe things ſhall be 
added as 1t were over and above, 
and into.the bargain, Mat, 6.33. 
And he hath ſaid, that he wall 
withhold zo g00d4h;#2-trom them 
that fear. him, ?ſal, 34, 9, 10. 
Whereupon we may lately con- 
*|clude, that if he keep any thing 
from us, 1t will be good for us to 
be without it : So that we .may 
well lay with the Prophet Dawd, 
The: Lord's my Shepherd, I cannot 
want, ,Pial; 23, 1. For he that 
bath grvep us Chriſt, how ſhall he not 


teas 2 Rom. '8. 32, 


the Lords, and the fulneſs there-| 
of : And of his wz{ we have no| 


miſed that if we. le&k firſt the| 


with him alſo freely. give us all| 


[ | The| 


nll dE aalls 5... 45,3 wt 
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The. Twelfth Queſtion, 


. Hare been a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief ;, © hawe 


gone through much Miſery — 
s 


and many are the C roſjes and Troub 

that are upon me at the preſent, and I 
fear that there be more and worſe yet 
to came © So that ſometimes I bepin to 


and I am ready to doubt what will be- 


tience mill oxe day be tryed, and that 
I ſhall fatat in the day of Evil. Shew 
me therefore, 1 pray you, how I may be 
comforted againſt thes fear; and how I 
may be enabled. to wade through all 
with Chriſt;an patience. 


Anſwer,» 


True it is, that the croſſes and 
troubles, which men (tall meet]- - 


think that the Loxd doth not lowe me;|- 


come of me, And I fear that-mry Pa-| -- 


E-5 


| withall| 
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matters of offence, and unto ſome 
| they arc very powertull, turning 

| them back from the hope laid be- 
fore them, to the embracing of 
| this preſent World, Burt it we 
would think upon things aright, 
{tn the midſt of miſery,we ſhould 


a. At. 


[our ſouls; Neither is there an 


matter of ſtrong ' conſolation , 
| which being juſtified by Faith, ave at 


!'' Now to the en 


jcheſe few conſiderations follow- | 
ing, | | 
or ſtrange thing to be exerciſed 


Crofles- and Troubles of them- 


withall in the way to Heaven,are| 


have comforts en engugh to refreſh | 


[trouble that can befall us, in the |- 
midſt of which they have- not| 


prope with God, throu a Teſu Chris. | 

that we may | 
bethe better comforted againſt 1 
all croſſes, Jet us make uſe of}. 


! I, Conſider that it is no new|. 


with - AftliQtions ; Neither are| - 


"IF. _ FRET." Or IP Rn 


IE A  jſerwes 


ES AY | —Q . 


em 


—l— 


of Cordial Comforts, 


{elves an argument of Gods ha- 
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love, and a wirnelſs of our ado 
and make good uſe of them. 
dent to the nature of man, which 


own dear Scryants and Children, 
haye not been exerciſed withall. 


| 


finide, that through man) AﬀirBi- 


dome of God. Nay, look upon 
the Captain of our Salvation , 
and we ſhall frnde, that eyen he 


mult needs be a ſpecial means ro 
enable us to bear all with the 
greater patience, when weſhall 


59); 


cred, but rather a token of his]. 


tion, if we bear them patiently, | 


v 


, 


There is not any affidton inci-|.. 
tome ONE OT other, even of Gods 
Look upon Dara, and Jacob, and 4 
Hoſeph, and 706, and Paul, and all}. 
that' cloud of Witneſſes made| . 
mention of Heb, 11, And we ſhall 


ns, they all entred intothe King-| _ 


himſelf was made perfet through). 
Sefferings, Heb. 2, 10. And this|. 


know| = 
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know and conſider, that.though 
our afflictions be tor number ma- 
ry, and for nature grievous, . yet. 
they are but the meaſure of our 
Berrers. | 

2. Conſider that God hath pro- 
miſed never to leave us nor for- 
ſake us, Heb, 13. 5. And his pre- 
ſence alone is ſupport ſufficient 
even in the worit of miſerics. 
How can Jacob be atraid.to go 
down into Egypt, when God him- 
{elf hath 75 he will go, with 
him 2 Gep, 46. 34. God hath made | 
the like promite unto us, and} 
therefore if he bid us go int] 
troubles ; It he command us to 
walk even through the yalley of | 
the ſhadow of death, yet. we| 
necd fear no evil, . as long as he| 
15with us : For, :f Goa be with 
ut, who can be agamſt uw 2 Rom. $8. 


31. 
3. Conſider, that unto ſuch as 


) 


do 
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do belieye in Chriſt, the nature of | 
Afictions is wholly altered , for 
their ſting is pulÞ'd out, and their 
bitrerneſs 1s allayed : 'They may 
{avour of anger, of wrath they do| 
not ; Crgſſes they may. be, Curſes 
|they are got .: They may be Cha- 
[tiſemepts for our correftion, but | 
they are not - /udgements for our| 
'|confuſion, For Chri/t bath ſuffer- 
ed whatewer wrath was due unto us 
by reaſon of our {ins : Andif we 
be once reconct ed: unto. God by 
Faith in Chreft,there is more mar-|_ 
ter of comfort jn the aſſurance of | 
his Love, then there can be of de- 
jection in the greateſt trouble, 

4. Conſider that God intends}: 
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Hereby he prevents fin in us for 
the time to come, as he did St, 


| Paul, unto whom there was ſent | 
[the Meffenger of Satan to buffer 


him , leſt he ſhould have been 


exalted above. meaſure, 2. Cor. 


12. 7. <. 
Hereby he doth wean us from 


the Love of the Vorld, and | 


Worldly vanities. As long as 
ail goes well with us, we are rea- 
dy to fay with $, Peter, It 15 800d 


to be h-re : Bur when once we be- 


gin to be AfMicted, then preſent-| . 


y with the Prodigal, our wrpads are 
homewards. 
Hereby he deals with us as the} _ 


Haſband-man doth by the Vine, | + 
he pares and prunes us, to make | 


wy 
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us the more fruittull, /oby 15, 2.. 

Hereby*he doth exerciſe our 
Faith and; Patience, and makes 
tryal of our fincerity, as he did 
by 7ob, And 19 in this he lays the. 
ground of our greater glory : For 


our Patience 1s, the greater ſhall 
be our future Happineſs, 


And the conſideration of this 


{wade usito Patience: For 1 

can willingly endure {marting- 
water for the clearing - of our 
eyes ;- and bigter Pills, and ſharp 
lances for the health''of our bo- 
dies : much more ought we to 
bear with patience the ſmarting 
hand- of Alnighty God for the 


Affliction indeed joyous, forthe 
preſent, bat grievous ; but afrer 
tt worketh the peaceable fruit of 
| top Righte-| 


P— 
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greater Aﬀiiions require grea-. 
ter . Patience; and the greater 
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mutt. needs be a means to a 
we 


4 


health of ourſouls. There1s no | 


— 4 


| 
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Righteouſneſs to ſuch as arc cx- 
ercited thereby, Heb. 12.11. 
Conſider that if we do con- 
tinue faithfull unto the death, 
| we (hall receive aCrown of Lite. 
And:it we do but have an eye to 
that recompence of reward, weiha'l 
ealtly bedrawn,.a5- Afoſes was, to 
eſteem the reproach of Chrift grea- 
ter Riches then the i reaſures of | 
Egypt, and to chulc rather. to 
ſutter AfiQtion with the People 
of .Gad, then. to en;vy the plea- 
ſures c£-4hn for a ſeaſon, Heb, 11. 
25; 26. For the happineſs of | 
'that Kingdom, which ts to come, 
isfuch, that our; Bleſſed Saviour]. 
| agcounts-it ;:mattex of Comfort a-| 
cainſt all fear what{veyer, as it 


doth plainly appear by thoſe. 
words oft hts, Luke 12.. 32: Fean, 
zot little Flack, for 1t ts your Fathers 
good pleaſure to grve you the King- 
|gome. Where the onely Argu- 


ment |. 


o 
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ment that he makes uſe of for the 
encouraging of. his little flock, is 
the hopes of.the Kingdom... And 
again by that place, Mat. 5. IT, 
I2, Bleſſedave ye, when Men ſhall 
rewule you, and perſecute' you , .and 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil agaznſt 
you fall for m) ſake. Rejoyce, and. be 
exceeding glad z far great is your re- 
ward in Heaven, for ſv perſecuted 
they the Prophets which were before 
you,. . Whercin our Saviour doth 
hearten hisDiſcipics againſt | cr- 
lecution, only upon this, ground, 
becauſe their reward ſhould be 
great in Heaven, And ſurely in 
S, Paul's Compuration, the prg- 
ſent Aﬀiction is not worthy the 
ſpeaking of,in regard of that glo- 
ry that (hall be revealed, Rows. $. 
18, Neither 1s there indeed,any 
compariſon at all between them ; 
for the one is but a [:ght & momens 
tary affii#:0n,cthe other is a far more 
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exceeding! 
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2 Cor, 4.17. SO that this good- 
neſs of God in the Land of the 
Living , is enough to keep us 
from tainting under the heavieſt 
burden : For though our outward 
Man decay, yet while we. have. 
an Cye to this: joy {et betore us, 
our inward Man will be renewed 


|day by day. Fitly therefore is the 


hope of. this Happineſs , called 


met of Salvation ; tor by this An- 
cher we are preſerved in the deep 
waters, by this Helmet we are 


and. by flytag untothis Hype, we 
are (ure to- finde 'refnge in the 
day of evil. 

And thus we-may be comfort- 
cd againſt evils preſent, 
as for thoſe that arc yet to come} 
we may thus reſolve, Ether the 


ſtand 
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the 4zchor of the Soul, and the. Hel-| 


Protected in the times of danger; |- 


Now | 


ſhall not come at af : For God will | 


| 


4 
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ſtand: between us and harm; and! 
keep us quiertrom-fear of evil y 
Wirthour his providence nothing/ 
can betall us,. and:therefore-no- 


thing ſhall betall us ro do us hurt: 


the proſperity'of his Servants. 
Or it 'they do -come; Tet the 
Lord will deliver wout of all : there 


tvis people, even becauſe he hath? 


Andin the-mean tirhe, He will 
ſupport 4x them, till deliverance! 


ſufficient-for us. - For Goes farth«1 
full, and will not ſuffer us to be tempt- 
ed aborve that we are able' + But with 


I.Cor. 10, 13. 


| them; For he maketh all ro work 
"ww 
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> 


| 


do:come 4 and his grace will be} 


For he-1sa God that delighterh' in | 


ſhall be -an-'end. Enlargement ' 
will come, :and he will deliver} 


2 tfavour'utito them. . 4” 


the temptation alſo make away to eſ-\ 
cape, that we may be abI& to bear, 


(| 


| 


And he wil alfogive us benefit by 


. 


- 
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rogether for good, -to thole that 
love him; Row, 8, 28, And thus| | 
we may be.comforted againſtour 
fears-alſs. In a word, -there's 
none can know.the way to Hea- 
ven, better ther he that dwells 
there, And therefore which way 
{oever God leads us, it isfate to| - 
foliow- him. The uncafineſs of 
the way, makes us think that ir 


[is the, fartheſt way about ; but 


the Lord knows it is the next 
way home, And whatſoever 
theyſeem to us, Tet all the wayes of 
the Lord are Mercy and Truth, unto 
ſuch as keep his Covenant, and bis 
Teſtimonies, Plal, 25. 10, 


The Thirteenth Queſtion, 


Fr troubles are great, exceed- 
ing weighty ang burdenſome, 
and there are no ſorrows like unto my 


| 4 orrops ; and this is that, that dah 


 £ £ {« 
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ſt break my heart, and arink up my 
Sperit. 


Anſl wer, 


This is Anſwered in a word, 
{lt is but a'Conceit of our.own,to 
think © o8r ' own troubles: the 
worlt, when as: indeed they are 
but common. temptations :* But 
lay the worſt, grant that there |, 
nt none like" them ; yer if we[ 
| ſha/l compaxe them cither. with 
that :which we have deſcrved ;! 
ar with that which Chrz/t hi mſclf 
for 4us' hath ſuffered”; ' 0t-with \ 
[that'weighr of lory that thall be! 
revcaied, we ſhall>then eſteem] 
them all -as nothing, And -as| 
- (great as they are, it we would 
but only look up and con{ider| 
duly frum whence they -come; | 
even thatalonewould be enough: 
tomake ys patient ; For thus was | 
_ir] 
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| prayſing hes 14 the C area, F 


it with Das, he was dumb,and 
opened not his mourh, conſider- 
ing who did-it, Pſal, 39. 9. 


The Four ecenth Queſtion, 


Vh my Atidian is ſuch, that 7 
am hept from enjoying the lt 
= of the Houſe of Goa, and from 


——_ 
þ-n Op daſer, 


ome to AR94s well affected , 
jowbeir.if God, himſelf reſtrai 
4 We. may. then; be ſure; X any 


_ 


ch a caſc,- it our; deſires be 
1th. che Congregation ,. even 
hat; deſire, will, be . ſufficient. 


that, call upon him: 


"This muſt "necds be trouble-! 


RIES notour preſgnce., Ang 


ETA either j Is the,Lordyfo, confined | | 
wth Hons, but.that he: 
$ po to 
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faithfully whereloever they be, 
when neceility,and not negle& is 
the reaſon of their ablence, And 
beſides all this, it at any time, by} 
reaſon of age or iickneſs, weare 
[notable rodothole things which 
we do defire, and did performe |. 
in the times cf our health. and 
ſtrength, | then ſhall a' willing 
|mind be well p/eaſing unto God; 
and good deſires ſhall be accep- 
ted. Yea furthermore, this we 
muſt know for our conlolation, | 
that a patient ſubmitting to the. 
good Will of God, is a Worſbrpprug | 
of him, as appears by that, 7ob 1, 
20, 2I, Where T6 is faid to 
Worſhip God, when he did with: 
patience and contentedneſs fub- 
mit unto him. © his is indeed, 
a gloritying of God, and hercin' 
we acknowledge him to beour 
God, and in thus fubmirring we 
ſhall perform unto God as good 
D {ervicc 
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{(cryice as ever we did in all our 
lives, For this is the paſſive part 
of rrue obedience, and the tryal 
cf {incerity in other things, To 
ſeryethe Lord when all goes wel! 
with us, is much ; and it is alto- 

ether as much, it not more, to. 
|refolveto tru'it in him,though he 
ſhould” kill us, And if we can 
with Job hold faſt our Righteoul- 
neſs, and in the hour of 1 empta- 
tion not fall away, this 15 a true, 
note of pure Religion, and a ma- 
niteſt Argument of ſincerity and 
truth, 


The Fitreenth Queſtion, 


N14 yet after all this, I muſt die; 
and when a few years are comes 
7 ſball go the way whence I [all nat re- 
turn. : and the fear of Death doth} 
much amaz? me, -P 


Anſwer, 
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Verily tierce 15no (ulid reaſon| 
way it ſhould : for God hath . g1- 
ven us victory over death it {cit,' 
through our Lord Jeſs. Chriſt, 
The dearth of ChriF.was the death 
of death,, Death faſtning upon 
him, to wam it was not duc loſt 
it's lting, and ſo became lets able 
to hurt. thote that had deſerved 
it. Chritt hath palied out the 
ſting of Death, by dying for-din 
$9 char now, "ike a Bee, or Snake 
' without a {ting, it may bazze a- 
bout us,and afrighr us, but it can-: 
not han: us, I! the hurt that 
' death can do ro ſuch as believe in 
the Lord Jeſ41,is to tree:them our 
of Prifon, t ro put an end to their 
-| dayCs of Sin,to carry them home, 
TO theirFathe -r5S noule,to {ct them 
(into their Maſters joy , to. pull 
| . D s.. down 
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down thoſe mouldring Cottages, 
wherein they dwell, and to build 
them up to Immortality, For it 
we believe that Jeſi Died, and 
roſe again,them alto that ſleep in 
Jeſw, ſhall God bring with him, 
and they thall be for eyer with 
the Lord. And of this Happi-| 
neſs the worſt kinde. of Death, 
that can betall us, cannot deprive 
us, A Man may dye in Poverty, 
he may dye with Extreamity of 
Torments, he may dye: by com- 
mon Calamities, and yet he 
| dyein Faith ; and ſo dying, hrs, 
End ſha!l be Peace :' For Blsſſed 
are the dead which dye 1h the Lord, 
even ſo ſaith the Spirit, &C, Rew. 
14.13, So that it we did'ibut 
through'y-underſtand rhe Nature 
of Death, and what it 1s ro the 
| People of God, we ſhould be fo 
far trom being afraid of it, that 


| with Sajnt Paul,we ſhould rather 
t deſire 
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delire to be diflolved , becauſe 
[then we ſhould be with Chrilt, 
| which is the belt of all, | 
| To thut upthis Point, and ſo 
 ikewiic the whole matter con- 
'cerning Afﬀlcuons, this let me 
adde to the reit ; That 1t we do 
Jdefire to get Good by rhele Me- | 
ditations, and tv be upheld with 
Comfort in the time of [rouble, 
we mult Coptiazve raſtarnt im prayer, | 
This is that Receipt, wich the | 
Holy Ghoſt.pretcribes toall torts 
of Perſons, again't all manner of 
Grievances whatlocycr, James 5, 
2.3, This is that Remedy.that is | 
alwayes at hand, and nevcr out 
of ſcaton. Yea, this is that Met1- 
tenger, waich being dilpatched 
'aright, was never ſent empry * 
away.. Believe it, If a Man were . 


—— _— 


| 


Death , .in a place, worte then 
Hell, yet if chere. he could. pray | 
D 3 heartily, | 


q 
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heartily, he ſhould find Comfort 
and Strength,even beyond Hope: 
for our Prayers uſe to be with the 
utmoſt of our Hopes, if not be- 
yond them ; and ycr God doth 
uſe to be better to us then our 
Prayers. 


V—m—— 


The Sixteenth Queſtion. - 
[ <* "now that there is matter 
enough of ſolid Comfort 17 'the 
Word of God, But the unewennefd of 
my walking makes me to doutt, that T| 
have no Part nor Portion tn thoſe 


| precious Promiſes, 'mhich God hath 


made unto his People} 
Anſwer., 
Promiſes I: confefle that are 


miſapplied, can afford tothe Soul 
no FI Comfort, But from 'our 


| Failings we may nor ipreſenvly 


_ conclude, | 


- 
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conclude, That they do not at all 
belong tous : For God:looks.up. 
on the Heart ; and where Abilit 
is wanting, the VV1ll is accepted. 
Are not your Failings your 
Griet? are they not befides your 
VW1ll> are they not contrary to 
the current of your Deſires, and 
the main bent of your Reſoluti- 
ons and Endeavours > Is it not 
your Endeayour to do the Vill 
of God, though it coſt you 
the parting with the Sweereſt 
Sins, even your own Iniquity'3 
And is it not your Reſolution, 
that you will not wickedly De- 
part from God 2 Ifit beſo, then 
notwithſtanding your Failings , 
you may {ay with Dawid, 7 have 
kept thy word : For though this be| 
not ſuch a meaſure.of keeping as 
cheLaw requireth,yet it is fuch-a| 
keeping as God accepteth ; For 
he accounteth ſuch as keep them- 


ſelves| | 
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{clyes from wiltull tins, upright 
and innocent, through Chr: ther 
Strength, and their Redeemer, as 
appears by that paſſage, Pſal. 19. 
L3.. 
"oO this 1s a true Rule,wherc- | 
by to. procced in the judging oft | 
our ſelves, If a Man, that be- 
lieves in Chris continues in an 
unknown Sin, that cannot hinder 
the uprightneſs ct his heart, fo 
the. ignorance be not wiltull ; but 
the leaſt touch of knowledge, or 
wilfulneſs mars {incerity. - So 
thar if our failings be not wiltul, 


; 


cannot-hinderour intereſt in the 
promiſes of God, 

And what can we now: object 
more > Do we doudt the truth of 
all theſe promiſes > Surely' we 
need not : For God 15 not a Man 
that he ſhould lye, neither -the 
Son of - Man, : that he ſhould: re- 


. pent: 
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pent, : Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall 
he not doit > Hath he ſaid, and 
ſhall it not come to paſs > Was | 
he ever yet worſe then his word? 
And haye not we had experience 
of his Loye, as well upan our 
{elves as others > Is he not the 
Faithful and True Witneſs, and 
a God that.is moſt zealous of his' 
own, glory > Why then are we 
dilquieted > And why are. our! 
hearts dejeted withia us ? Still! 
truſt in God, make ſtraight Reps 
to your feet ; Pray for Faith 1t 
the Promiſes, and ſtir pp your 
{elf to take hold of God, tarry the 
| Lords ;leaſure , .and fear not ; 
Light -is Sow# for the Righteous, 
and Gladneſs for ſuch as be up- 
right in heart z It may lye buried 
in, the ground out, of {ight' for a 
ſcaſon, it may be ſomewhat long 
in coming up, and very nnlikely 
to come to. any perteCttion; Ne.. 
| vertheleſs,| 
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verthele(s, in due ſeaſon we thall 
reap, if we faint not. And there-| 
fore caſt not away your conE-! 
dence ;' For the worſt. is paſt, 
the good is begun, the beſt is at 
hand : Lift up 'thercfore the 
hands that hang down, and 
ſtrengthen the fecble knees ; and 
run with patience the Race fct 
before us; and being. partakers 
of ſuch precious promiſes, ler us 
think upon them, believe- in 
them, and live in them : and in 
cs we ſhall rejoyce with 
joyunſpeakable,and full of glory. | 

Hear the ſum of all : There 
20 Condemnation to them that are 1» 
Chriit Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 
'I. Theres #0 Condemnation, and 
there's our comfort : The ground 
' [hereof, 15 Chre , the way unto 
it, is by Faith to be in him, the 
evidence of it, 1s to walk net after 


Ti the, 


bY —_ ——— - 
«% *- 


| 


| 


| 


the matter of merit, Chrzſt is all ;| 


plication, Faith is all; in mat-! 


of Coraial Comforts. 33 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. In 


in mattcr of intereſt, and ap- 


ter of evidence and manitfe- 
ſtation, zew obedience 1 all, No- 
thing can free us from Condem- 
nation, but Chr:it , nothing can 
givears intereſt inChr;ſt,bur faiths 
nothing can affure us that we do 
truly believe in Chriſt, and ſhall 
be delivered from condemnati-/ 
on,bnrt a care to he-obcdient unto 
Chrift in all things : whercfore let} 
us ſo believe, and ſo live : for as 
many as walk according to this 
Rule, peace ſhall be upon them, 
and upon the 1ſra*l of God. 

Now the God of hope fill us with 
all Joy and Peace in believing, that 
we may abound in h pethrourh the 
”ower of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen and 
Amen, | 


Ia the mu'titude of the Thoughts within me, thy 
C mfo:t; delight my Soul, Pſal. 94. 1 )+ 
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